CHAPTER IV

THE ROUND TABLE CONFERENCES

First Round Table Conference: Preparation for the Second
Round Table Conference: Second Round Table Conference:
Congress Mandate : Third Round Table Conference ; Communal
Award: Indian Franchise Committee: Federal Finance Com-
mittee : Safeguards: Conference ends: General Review: Burma
Round Table Conference

IN the last chapter we have related the circumstances
that led to the promise of "some sort of Conference "
after the Statutory Commission submitted their Report.
We are now to follow the proceedings of three successive
Conferences that were staged in London with the avowed
object of arriving at the maximum amount of agreement
between the various committees and the great varieties of
interests.

<L FIRST ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE

The Conference was duly opened by King George V on
November 12, 1930, and was concluded on January 19,
1931, The Prime Minister presided, and all parties in
Parliament were well represented. The total number of
delegates was 89, including 57 from British India, 16 repre-
sentatives of the Indian States, and 16 members of the
Parliamentary delegation. It should be remembered that
the Indian National Congress was not represented in the
Conference, and that Gandhi and many other Congress
leaders were in prison at the time.
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